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Your chance  
to hear the facts about the reason for the 

proposed demolition of the bridge and why a 
new Toucan crossing is recommended. 

Opportunity for questions & views 

ALSO 
How a possible one way 

‘gyratory’ may affect our area 
The gyratory system being investigated for 

Shakespeare Road, Clapham Road,  
Union Street & Bromham Road  

will also be discussed 

Organised and chaired by 
Harpur Ward Councillors 

Colleen Atkins & Ian Nicholls 
Invited speakers include: 

Stephen Smith 
Headmaster, Bedford Modern School 

Basil Jackson 
Assistant Director, Highways, Bedfordshire County Council 

Jon Shortland 
Watchman-in-Chief, Bedfordshire Highways 
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at Bedford Modern School, Manton Lane 

Cllrs Colleen Atkins & Ian Nicholls invite local residents to  
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We want you to have the chance to hear the facts as soon 
as possible so have called this urgent meeting. 

Hear information about: 
·  Consultation process 
·  Condition of the privately owned bridge 
·  Traffic flows and congestion concerns 
·  Safety of pedestrians, pupils & the public 
·  Right turn into BM School from Manton Lane 
·  School crossing patrols 
·  New Toucan Crossing and its benefits 
·  The benefits of ‘advanced signalling’ technology 
·  Access for disabled, cyclists, pushchair users etc 
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Plus local information, maps & displays  

·  Manton Heights extension to yellow lines 

·  No parking by Clapham Rd roundabout 

·  Brickhill Drive Layby Parking Restrictions 

·  Black Tom 20mph 

·  Save Brickhill Drive Post Office 
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August 2008 

Dear Resident 

The planned demolition of the privately owned Bedford Modern School footbridge across Manton Lane 
has naturally caused concern for local people.  

As Harpur Ward Councillors, we have arranged a public meeting on Wednesday, 6 August at 
Bedford Modern School, Manton Lane, Bedford at 7.00pm as we think it’s important that local 
residents have the opportunity to hear the facts and information first hand.  

We invite you to come along and ask questions of officers and representatives from Bedfordshire 
County Council, Bedfordshire Highways and Bedford Modern School. We thank Bedford Modern 
School for offering to provide the venue and facilities. More information is overleaf.   

As your Ward Councillors, we always try to act in the best interest of the local community. Therefore, 
on your behalf, we have repeatedly raised our concerns about traffic congestion along Manton Lane 
and Brickhill Drive and about cars turning right into the school. In addition to this, we have serious 
concerns about safety issues relating to the bridge and its barriers and we want these solved. 

A year ago we wrote to Bedfordshire Highways to request a “No Right Turn” into Bedford Modern 
School and that traffic should go around the roundabout and back up to the school entrance.            
Unfortunately, this request did not receive the support of professional engineers as they said it would 
have a detrimental effect on the roundabout and actually increase congestion.  

We then heard that the privately owned BMS footbridge and barriers were coming towards the end of 
their life and that the school intended to remove it. We held meetings with the school and Bedfordshire 
Highways officers about the effects of the removal of the bridge and a new Toucan pedestrian 
crossing. We raised the same concerns and asked the same questions that residents are asking ~ 
such as, “Will the Toucan crossing cause extra congestion at peak hours? Where is the best position 
for the new crossing? Why can’t the bridge be retained? Will the Toucan lights improve the traffic flow 
and reduce the problem of the right turn into the school?” Engineers will answer these at the meeting. 

The serious safety issues regarding the bridge barriers need addressing. We would like everyone to 
hear the school’s and engineers’ reasoning behind their decisions and their recommendations and the 
benefits they think a new crossing will bring. You can then form your opinions based on the full facts.  

The official legal notice has just been issued for the new Toucan crossing so we’ve arranged the 
meeting as quickly as possible so that, should you wish to comment, you can do so knowing the facts. 
The demolition of the bridge was set for the weekend of 9 -10 August but this has now been deferred.  

As ward councillors, in addition to the bridge issues, we’ve raised our concerns about a possible new 
gyratory ‘one-way’ system that is currently being investigated for the Shakespeare Road / Clapham 
Road / Union Street / Bromham Road area. We’ve requested that the officers provide information 
about this at the meeting and we’ll ensure there’s an opportunity to ask questions. We’ll also give you 
an update on the new yellow lines. The legal notice (TRO) for these has now been issued and the  
yellow lines are progressing at last.  

If you can’t attend the meeting or wish to make comments or ask questions, please don’t hesitate to 
contact us about this or any other issue. We welcome your emails and calls. 

We look forward to seeing you on Wednesday, 6 August at 7pm.  

Yours sincerely,  

 

Cllrs Colleen Atkins & Ian Nicholls  
Harpur Ward Labour Councillors 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Cllr Colleen Atkins 
3 Chaucer Road MK40 2AJ 

Tel: 01234 355773 

Cllr Ian Nicholls 
13 Sidney Road MK40 2BQ 

Tel: 01234 295327 
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Contact details  
colleenatkins@ntlworld.com      Tel: 01234 355773 
inicholls@bedford.gov.uk            Tel: 01234 295327 


